Export lamb carcass competition by Davenport, N
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia, Series 3 
Volume 3 
Number 2 March- April,1954 Article 18 
3-1954 
Export lamb carcass competition 
N Davenport 
Department of Agriculture 
Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture3 
Recommended Citation 
Davenport, N (1954) "Export lamb carcass competition," Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western 
Australia, Series 3: Vol. 3 : No. 2 , Article 18. 
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture3/vol3/iss2/18 
This article is brought to you for free and open access by Research Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 3 by an authorized administrator of Research 
Library. For more information, please contact library@dpird.wa.gov.au. 
EXPORT LAMB CARCASS COMPETITION 
Western Australia Leads The Commonwealth 
By N. DAVENPORT, B.Sc. (Agric), Agricultural Adviser. 
A WEST Australian export lamb breeder, Mr. M. K. Reynolds, of Meckering, gained first and fourth places in the West Australian Export Lamb Championship Com-
petition decided after the 1952 killings. Later, his winning entry was awarded the 
All-Australian Championship when the carcasses were judged at Smithfield by Mr. G. 
F. Way, a highly qualified and experienced member of the London meat trade. 
Western Australia can feel justly proud 
of its success in this competition. The 
results must give further impetus to an 
important industry and also provide an 
incentive to growers to take part in the 
competition, quite apart from the high 
value of the prizes given. 
State-wide competitions for export lamb 
carcasses were first conducted by the 
Australian Meat Board in this and other 
States in 1937. The competitions were 
interrupted by the war but were resumed 
in 1948 and have been held every year 
since. 
Fig. 1.—Mr. M. K. Reynolds's entry which won the All-Australian Championship. 1952 season. 
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The principal objects of the competi-
tions were to foster the production of 
high quality lamb suitable for the Eng-
lish market and to keep buyers aware of 
the high quality of lambs from Australia. 
After each killing season, all lambs 
entered and accepted for competition 
have been shipped to England where they 
were the subject of a special advertising 
display made on a State basis at the 
Smithfield Meat Market. 
STATE COMPETITIONS 
Since 1948, inclusive, the competition 
has been for two classes of lamb:— 
Class 1 for lambs sired by South-
down rams. 
Class 2 for lambs sired by rams of 
any other British breed. 
For each class the ewes must 
not be entirely of British breed 
blood, in other words they 
must not be of one British 
breed nor of a cross between 
two British breeds but may be 
cross-breds, comebacks, Corrie-
dales, Polwarts or Merinos. 
The rams must be flock rams 
from flocks registered in the 
recognised flock books. Lambs 
must be bred by the entrant. 
The restriction of Class I to 
lambs sired by Southdown 
rams r e c o g n i s e s the 
superiority of this breed in 
producing the highest quality 
lambs. The lambs of practi-
cally all the entrants are out 
of half-bred longwool-Merino 
ewes as these have been found 
to be the most satisfactory 
producers of export carcasses. 
In order that the lambs 
should be competing under 
reasonably similar condition 
of production, the agricultural 
districts were divided into 
zones for Class I as follows:— 
Zone 1 consisting of the 
Northern, Eastern and Great 
Southern Districts. 
Zone 2 consisting of the 
Midlands District. 
Zone 3 consisting of the Central Dis-
tricts. 
Zone 4 consisting of the lower Great 
Southern and South-West Districts. 
No zone was made for Class 2. 
Entrants in each zone compete for the 
Zone Competition and the first and second 
prize-winners then compete for the State 
Championship which carries a prize of 
£30 and a trophy valued at £15. 
INTERSTATE COMPETITION 
The four leading entrants in each State 
are regarded as the entry for that State 
in the Interstate Competition for which 
the prize is a trophy valued at £50 for 
perpetual competition. This trophy is 
held by the Department of Agrictulture 
in the winning State for one year. 
F1B- 2-—The trophy for the Interstate Competition. 
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Prizes, in addition to those won in the 
State Competition are given and these 
are £10 for first; £5 for second; £3 for 
third, and £2 for fourth placings. 
This State's entrants showed up to 
considerable advantage in the first year 
of the competition (1952). The West 
Australian entry won the Interstate Com-
petition and this State now holds the 
trophy until the results of the next com-
petition are announced. 
The four entrants comprising the win-
ning team are given below together with 
their point scores. 
First—Mr. M. K. Reynolds, of Meck-
ering (English Leicester-Merino x 
Southdown), 458 points. 
Second—Mr. J. P. Reynolds, of Meck-
ering (English Leicester-Merino x 
Southdown), 436 points. 
Third—Mr. A. N. Rischbeith, of Mt. 
Barker (Romney Marsh- Merino x 
Southdown), 401 points. 
Fourth—Mr. M. K. Reynolds, of 
Meckering (English Leicester-
Merino x Southdown), 400 points. 
This gave a total of 1,695 points for 
Western Australia which topped the 
interstate entrants . Victoria followed 
with 1,659 points and next in order were 
South Australia with 1,637 points, New 
South Wales with 1,542 points and 
Queensland 1,405 points. 
ALL AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
The highest scoring entry in the West 
Australian team—Mr. M. K. Reynolds's 
entry which scored 458 points—gained 
the All-Australian Championship. I t 
was closely followed by the entry of Mr. 
E. F. Hancock, of Warracknabeal, Vic-
toria, which scored 439 points. 
The judge referred to the West Aus-
tralian exhibits as:— 
"A grand entry of a uniformity, con-
formation and quality of flesh which 
made the exhibit a very pleasing one to 
the trade, winning for itself first place 
in the Interstate Competition." 
A report on Mr. M. K. Reynolds's win-
ning entry said:— 
"The trade experts generally agreed 
that the pen placed first in the W.A. 
competition was of exceptionally high 
standard and one of the finest ever 
brought out of Australia. This pen could 
hold its own for quality against any ex-
porting country." 
To have won the All-Australian Cham-
pionship is a tribute not only to Mr. M. 
K. Reynolds but to the Meckering dis-
trict as well. It is a compliment both to 
the breeding of the entries and to the 
practice of pasture improvement with 
subterranean clover which has been 
carried out in this district over the past 
15 years. These advanced practices have 
been due in a very great measure to the 
activities of the Meckering Pasture Im-
provement Group over many years. 
Three out of the four pens compris-
ing the State team for the Interstate 
Competition were bred in an area with 
a 15in. annual rainfall average. This 
confirms our past experience tha t prac-
tically the whole of our early subter-
ranean clover districts are capable of 
producing high quality lamb tha t is 
well suited to the English market and 
capable of competing favourably with 
the other exporting countries. The com-
petitions have demonstrated tha t West-
ern Australia is capable of holding its 
own with producers of export lambs in 
other parts of the Commonwealth. 
Breeders: Australorp, W/Leghorn, 1st Cross.. 
DAY OLD CHICKS: 
Unsexed, Pullets and Cockerels when available 
APRIL to OCTOBER DELIVERY, FREIGHT 
FREE—Air Freight Extra 
6 WEEKS-OLD PULLETS 
MAY to NOVEMBER DELIVERY 
Plus freight and boxing 
All from Government Blood Tested 
PROVED SECOND SEASON STOCK 
HATCHERY: 
Cnr. EPSOM & SMITH AVE'S 
REDCUFFE PARK - ML 543 
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Reduce lamb & weaner losses! 
Increase lambing percentage! 
A DRY-PASTURE PROBLEM OVERCOME: 
D r y pastures need n o t necessari ly mean heavy losses 
because f indings of C.S.I .R.O. research reveal t ha t 
v i t a m i n A deficiency, w h i c h occurs under d r y condi t ions, 
is one of t he m a i n causes o f losses and th is deficiency 
can now be cor rec ted by d rench ing w i t h H igh-Potency 
' V E T E M U L * . 
' V E T E M U L ' is an emu ls ion developed in recent years 
and used by leading Aus t ra l i an p o u l t r y and l ivestock 
owners . I t supplies v i t a m i n A in a measure equal t o the 
best green feed. N o w a H igh-Potency ' V E T E M U L ' is 
in t roduced special ly designed fo r use by sheep owners. 
Because i t is so h igh ly concen t ra ted , each dose supplies 
t o t a l v i t a m i n A requ i remen ts f o r 3 M O N T H S . One 
gal lon o f H igh-Potency ' V E T E M U L ' (£13.13.0) is suff ic ient 
f o r one dose each t o 220 sheep ( rams, ewes o r weaners) 
o r 320 lambs—only I /3d. each f o r sheep and lOd. each 
f o r lambs. 
HIGH POTENCY 
PRODUCT OF NICHOLAS PTY. LTD. 
H igh-Potency ' V E T E M U L ' may be ob ta ined f r o m y o u r Pastoral House 
o r usual s t a t i on suppl ier . 
W r i t e f o r b rochure exp la in ing the f u l l i m p o r t a n c e of v i t a m i n A f o r rams, 
pwes, lambs and weaners post f ree on request t o :— V9/53 
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